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Abstract of JP1 021 7578 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make it 
possible to charge secondary cells even while 
the unit is operating and to reduce charging 
time by arranging a means to control the 
secondary cells and their charging and a 
means to detect the operating state of a printer 
and carrying out the charging of the secondary 
cells on the basis of the result of detection. 
SOLUTION: In the case of a notebook 
personal computer with a printer, during 
printing, a total of 50W of electric power is 
needed, including 20W for a CPU 1 1 and 30W 
for a printer 13. However, during printing 
waiting time, a total of 21 W including 20W for 
the CPU 1 1 and 1 W for the printer 13 is 
sufficient. Therefore, if an AC adapter 2 has a 
power supplying capacity of 50W, it is not 
enough for charging when the printer is in 
operation. However, the printer is in a waiting 
state, surplus power of 29W can be used for 
charging. Therefore, a detector 14 detects the 
operating condition of the printer 13, a 
charging control circuit 16 receives 
communication signals of the low power mode 
where charging is possible from a signal line 
17, and charging is carried out by charging 
control compatible with the characteristics of 
the secondary cell 15. 
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